
Folks, 

   Today Mini is safely tucked away under 

cover in the garage, and there is 2 inches 

of snow outside. Winter weather can ham-

per Miata fun or at least change it to an 

indoor activity. Sitting at the computer 

and planning trips, activities, and day 

dreaming about being on the road or some 

necessary modification to the car.  

   Due to other commitments last weekend 

Saturday we drove to Elk Grove through 

the hills to Turlock and up 99. Glad the 

run to San Andreas was canceled due to 

the bad weather, water everywhere, and  

wipers on high. Sunday was bright and 

sunny and it was decided to head for 49 

and San Andreas; then using parts of 

Dickôs route made the way home. When 

Dick reschedules the San Andreas run 

plan to go along for the great roads. Then 

plan to wander and explore the country-

side on the way home. 

   This weekend promises to be fair and 

some will make their way to Hornitos for 

the enchilada dinner. Along with all this 

rain, spring is off to a good start. Suggest 

we drop our tops and head out to survey 

the changes for ourselves. 

 

         Bob 
SJVMC President 

  Notes from the president  -  Bob Whitley  
Upcoming Events 

(check website for details) 

Mar. 13 , 2010        

Blossom Trail Run 

Mar. 18, 2010             

Meeting at Carrowõs 

April 10 & 11, 2010 

Miatas at Mazda Race-

way 

April 16 & 17, 2010 

Spring Fling Poker Run 

May 15, 2010  -  SSLB 
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St. Catherine Catholic Church in        
Hornitos.  Built in 1862 of wood         

buttressed with stone and a corrugated 
metal roof. 

Angelôs Camp Mercantile.                   
Built in the 1860ôs, and now  serves some 
of the best ice cream in the Mother Lode. 
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   Here are a few photos from the Hornitos run, on Saturday, March 6th.  There 

were five Miatas, one red supercharged Mini-Cooper and Grandma's Toyota with 

little Axle along for his first ride.  It was a great drive, with an excellent enchilada 

dinner benefiting too many charities to list.  This was topped off with dancing 

horses and live Mexican music.     

  Hornitos òEnchiladaó Runé PUBLICATION  
INFORMATION  

This newsletter is a monthly 
publication of the San Joaquin 
Valley Miata Club (SJVMC).  
The information presented 
represents the opinions of the 
individual contributors.  No 
representation is made regard-
ing the accuracy or reliability 
of any information contained 
on any of these pages.  Neither 
the Mazda Corporation, the 
Miata Owners Club, the San 
Joaquin Valley Miata Club, the 
editor, or any of the individual 
contributors accept any liability 
for the consequences of using 
the information presented in 
this newsletter.  Use the infor-
mation in this newsletter at 
your own risk! 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Send $25 with your full name 
and address, phone number, 
email, as well as  year & color 
of Miata to: 

SJVMC 
PO Box 27395 

Fresno, CA  93729-7395 

OFFICERS 
President: 

Robert Whitley 
599-877-4948 

president@sjvmc.net 
 

Vice-President: 
Arch Hoagland 
559-322-1624 

vicepresident@sjvmc.net 
 

Secretary: 
Sharon Mack 
559-281-0816 

secretary@sjvmc.net 
 

Treasurer: 
Dick Johnson 
559-324-8485 

treasurer@sjvmc.net  
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Peter Ficklin 
559-281-6062 

editor@sjvmc.net 
 
Webmaster: 

Peter Ficklin 
559-281-6062 

webmaster@sjvmc.net 

Off to a great start at the Frosty in Coarsegold! 

On the road to Hornitosé   (is that a Model A?) 
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   ñOriginally, the nameless community was established by Mexican miners 

in 1848.  It was quickly populated by ñless desirable elementsò evicted from 

the booming mining town of Quartzburg about two miles away.  These evict-

ees changed the character of the mining camp and Hornitos quickly became 

known as a rough community.  Later it settled down and grew respectable as 

Quartzburg faded and the folks moved to nearby Hornitos.  It was the center 

for both placer and hard rock mining.ò   

   ñThe name derives from the 

above ground tombs/graves of 

some of the Mexican miners, and 

the town was named after the re-

semblance of those graves to 

small ovens (hornitos).  They 

were built that way due to the 

hard ground and the difficulty in 

digging deeper graves.   By the 

mid-late 1850s Hornitos was a 

small city with some 6000 peo-

ple.  It was well known for its fi-

estas, fandangos, gambling and 

violence.ò  -  Speck, Gary B.  ñHistory of HORNITOS, Mariposa, Co, 

CA.ò (Sept. 27, 2009) http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/

~gtusa/usa/ca/hornitos.htm (visited March 7, 2010).   
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MEETINGS 
Meetings are held the third 
Thursday of each month 
(except July and December) at 
Carrows Restaurant at 4280 
North Blackstone, just north 
of Ashlan.  Hard copies of 
FAST TRACK will only be 
mailed on a óby-requestô basis 
and only to paid members of 
our club.  The on-line version 
will continue to be available.  
Contact the editor by email at 
editor@sjvmc.net for this re-
quest. 
 

WEBPAGE 
Visit the SJVMC website for 
more news, photos, as well as 
archives of FAST TRACK. 

WWW.SJVMC.NET 

SUBMITTING  
INFORMATION TO  

F AST T RACK  

Please submit text in either 
Microsoft Word format or 
plain text, such as in the body 
of an email.  Articles and sto-
ries should be from 200 to 500 
words.  Pictures should be sent 
as separate attachments in the 
email, and the text document 
should refer to locations of 
specific pictures for the docu-
ment, if necessary.  Please help 
to make this publication a 
success by submitting your bio, 
car information, Miata-related 
articles and stories.  Email all 
material to the editor at: 

 editor@sjvmc.net 

  Enchilada Run (continued)  

Donôt Forget:  

Spring Forward 

Sunday     

March 14      

at 2 AM  

A beautiful drive in search of the 
ñMother Lodeò of enchiladas. 

Open roads, 
green hillsides, 
curves ahead, 

and a Miata disappearing 
into the distance.  
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   Ray and Cheryl Johnson have lived in Fresno 

almost all of their lives.  Thanks to the Air Force, 

we spent 3 1/2 yrs in Klamath Falls, Oregon, 

shortly after we were married in 1971.  We have 3 

sons, 3 daughters-in-law (2 of them married in the 

last 5 months!), and one grandson on the way! 

   Our youngest son bought a Miata, 1990 mariner 

blue several years ago and our brother, Ron 

Branam, also has a mariner blue Miata ï no, he 

actually owns 2!!  We enjoyed riding in them so 

decided we should have one too.  So, we bought a 

used 2000 Silver Miata.  It doesn't really have a 

nickname but we sometimes call it the ñlittle carò 

or the ñbaby carò since our OTM is a bigger SUV.  

We also lovingly refer to it as our ñgot 3 kids thru 

collegeò present to ourselves! 

   Modifications! Not much yet.  Just the muffler to 

the Roadster sport.  The original muffler was too 

quiet.  It is Ray's daily driver. 

   We have had several road trips in our little car. 

Our favorite was a trip up Highway 1, beginning in 

the Marin Headlands and all the way to Garber-

ville.  That  is an incredible drive, especially if you 

are as blessed as we were with weather.  Top down 

all the way, every day sunny, and every view and 

turn better than the last!  We highly recommend 

the trip.  PS: we went mid-June. 

   We joined the SJVMC because of Ron.  He has 

helped us make new friends and has introduced us 

to many awesome road trips with the club.  We 

love the drives! 

   One last note ï we are related to Ron and Shirley 

Branam (Cheryl's brother) but we are not related to 

Richard and Terry Johnson (although we do lov-

ingly call them ñcousinò on occasion.  Who 

knows?  Maybe we are related!) 

  Member Spotlight  --  Ray & Cheryl Johnson  
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WHAT  IS THE S.S.L.B. ? ? 
   The Second Saturday Lunch Bunch was the brain child of Tom Jarvis, Dick Johnson and Sharon Mack 

to provide SJVMC members more options/runs during the month.  The first run, although we didn't know it 

at the time, was Randy's lunch/dinner run to Pismo Beach.   Our idea is that it is not the destination for our 

runs that is important, but rather the journey itself.  And if we are going to be on the road, we will need to 

eat, so that's where the Lunch Bunch came from.  Everybody is invited, we have had from four to eight 

Miatas for our SSLB runs, and we sure would like to have more.     
 

  The second Saturday was chosen so that you could plan ahead.  Take a look at the SJVMC web site for a 

list of planned runs and proposed runs.  If you have a favorite or special lunch stop that you would like to 

visit or somewhere you would like to go, let Tom, Dick or Sharon know and we will get that on the calen-

dar.  The idea is to have fun, drive and of course, eat.  Could you ask for anything more now that the 

weather is starting to warm up?  Itôs Miata time!     



  The 2010 Poker Run is coming up...  
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 so buy your tickets now for the Clay Bar demo by Arch & Richard! 

CLAY BAR AND WAX RAFFLE  
 (tickets $5 ea. / $20 FOR 5)  

 

WE WASH YOUR MIATA  

WE CLAY BAR YOUR MIATA  

WE WAX YOUR MIATA  

YOU KEEP THE CLAY BAR KIT $20 VALUE  
 

THIS WILL BE DONE ON FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE HOTEL  

OR 

AT A LATER DATE IF YOU LIVE IN THE FRESNO AREA  

 

(CLAY BAR REMOVES THE TINY BITS THAT DON'T GET REMOVED EVEN WITH A CLEANER TYPE WAX)   


