
Upcoming Events 

(check website for details) 

May 15, 2010  -  SSLB      

òMystery Lunchó Quest! 

May 20, 2010            

Meeting at Carrowõs 

June 12, 2010  -  SSLB       

Run to Rustlerõs   

July 23, 2010    (SDMC) 

Twighlight Run 

August 21, 2010     An-

nual Yosemite Moonlight 

Cruise   
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Folks 

    Today Mini carried us to Fresno for Game Day.  Bright sunshine twisty roads took us  

to Dick and Terryôs house.  Twelve holes of golf and a hamburger lunch, and off to Arch 

and Laurieôs house for Shuffle Board and dessert.  We wrapped up the day at Don and 

Lisaôs house for Duck Races and sandwiches.  What a great way to start May!  Thanks to 

all who contributed to the good time had by all. 

    Last week a group of us followed Sharon to Hanford and the Superior Dairy for ice 

cream.  Then Ron lead us to Bravo Farms cheese factory in Travor.  When Miata drivers 

canôt play in the corners they play with gearboxes.  On a clear valley day out in the 

orchards and vineyards musical exhaust notes are played with each gear change.  Some 

just have too much fun. 

    Another successful Poker Run is behind us and already the work has started for next 

year.  Attendance was down but youôre generosity was not.  For that we are very grateful. 

Bob    -     SJVMC President 

  Notes from the president  -  Bob Whitley  

 

Little known Miata factsé 

(questions that have probably been on everyoneôs mind for awhile) 

  1.)  How many Miatas fit in a truck parking spot? 

           2.)  How many colors do Miatas come in? 

                      3.)  What kind of training is required to become a Miata driver? 

(answers in various places in this newsletter  -  youôre gonna have to look hard!) 
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   On Sunday April 25th, six cars met at Denny's at Jensen and 99 for the purpose 

of meandering their way to Superior Dairy in Hanford.   Those happy souls were 

Arch & Laurie, Dick and Terry, Peter, Ron and his sister Gayle from Oregon, 

Bob & Mary, and Sharon.    

 

   The route zigged and zagged through some beautiful farm land on a cloudless 

day.   We all found shady parking spaces at the restaurant and even found 3 

booths next to each other.   As usual, the ice cream was OUTSTANDING.    

 

   As we departed Dick and Terry left us to visit family in Kingsburg.  Peter had 

business to take care of, and the remaining four cars followed Ron to Traver to 

visit the Bravo Cheese factory.   What a treat that was.   As many times as I've 

been up and down 99 I've never stopped there, but I will again now that I've ex-

perienced it.   What a cool place.  One thing that impressed me was the floor in 

part of the dining area, it was pennies.   Yes, pennies, glued to the cement floor.   

Amazingly pretty.  The burgers smelled terrific.  There was so much ñeye candyò 

one trip couldn't possibly take it all in.   I feel a ñLunch Bunchò run coming on, 

this place is a must do, or in our case, a ñmust do againò.  

   

For me it was the best four hours I've had on a Sunday in a long time. 

    

  Superior Dairy Runé -  Sharon Mack  PUBLICATION  
INFORMATION  

This newsletter is a monthly 
publication of the San Joaquin 
Valley Miata Club (SJVMC).  
The information presented 
represents the opinions of the 
individual contributors.  No 
representation is made regard-
ing the accuracy or reliability 
of any information contained 
on any of these pages.  Neither 
the Mazda Corporation, the 
Miata Owners Club, the San 
Joaquin Valley Miata Club, the 
editor, or any of the individual 
contributors accept any liability 
for the consequences of using 
the information presented in 
this newsletter.  Use the infor-
mation in this newsletter at 
your own risk! 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Send $25 with your full name 
and address, phone number, 
email, as well as  year & color 
of Miata to: 

SJVMC 
PO Box 27395 

Fresno, CA  93729-7395 

OFFICERS 
President: 

Robert Whitley 
599-877-4948 

president@sjvmc.net 
 

Vice-President: 
Arch Hoagland 
559-322-1624 

vicepresident@sjvmc.net 
 

Secretary: 
Sharon Mack 
559-281-0816 

secretary@sjvmc.net 
 

Treasurer: 
Dick Johnson 
559-324-8485 

treasurer@sjvmc.net  
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Peter Ficklin 
559-281-6062 

editor@sjvmc.net 
 
Webmaster: 

Peter Ficklin 
559-281-6062 

webmaster@sjvmc.net 

Superior Dairy Ice Cream Run 

 April 25, 2010 

Answer to Question #1:   How many Miatas fit in a truck parking spot? 

It appears to the un-trained and average person to be only 4.  However, this is an opti-

cal illusion.  Most Miatas park under a truck, so the real answer here is 10.  There are 

4 Miatas that fit under the truck, and 6 Miatas in the truck.  Unfortunately, only a dis-

cerning observer can truly distinguish this from a distance. 

mailto:president@sjvmc.net
mailto:vicepresident@sjvmc.net
mailto:vicepresident@sjvmc.net
mailto:treasurer@sjvmc.net
mailto:editor@sjvmc.net
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  Poker Run  Photos & Notes ...  

Marna & Tom Wood - MiataFun.net 
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MEETINGS 
Meetings are held the third 
Thursday of each month 
(except July and December) at 
Carrows Restaurant at 4280 
North Blackstone, just north 
of Ashlan.  Hard copies of 
FAST TRACK will only be 
mailed on a óby-requestô basis 
and only to paid members of 
our club.  The on-line version 
will continue to be available.  
Contact the editor by email at 
editor@sjvmc.net for this re-
quest. 
 

WEBPAGE 
Visit the SJVMC website for 
more news, photos, as well as 
archives of FAST TRACK. 

WWW.SJVMC.NET 

SUBMITTING  
INFORMATION TO  

FAST  TRACK...  

Please submit text in either 
Microsoft Word format or 
plain text, such as in the body 
of an email.  Articles and sto-
ries should be from 200 to 500 
words.  Pictures should be sent 
as separate attachments in the 
email, and the text document 
should refer to locations of 
specific pictures for the docu-
ment, if necessary.  Please help 
to make this publication a 
success by submitting your bio, 
car information, Miata-related 
articles and stories.  Email all 
material to the editor at: 

 editor@sjvmc.net 

Donôt Forget:  

Check the    

website  for 

more details! 

www.sjvmc.net 

Editorõs Note:  Thanks to everyone for 
all the pictures of the 2010 Poker 
Run.  Judging by all the smiles, it 
looks like a good time was had by 
all!  

The Claybar Crew! 

The Friday Night Hospitality Suite 

Driverôs Meeting (above) 

Shine óN Show (both left) 

mailto:editor@sjvmc.net
wwww.sjvmc.net
mailto:editor@sjvmc.net
http://www.sjvmc.net


   I have been wanting to detail my engine for a 

while, as it was starting to look a bit grungy.  I had 

looked at the various messages on miata.net forums 

and was concerned about using Simple Green as it 

seems to have a negative effect on aluminum.  I 

went looking for a spray cleaner at WalMart that 

would do the job a little easier than using Gunk En-

gine Cleaner.  I had used that on my previous sports 

car, the Datsun 2000 and felt it had a tendency to 

etch and remove the finish off of some metal sur-

faces.  I found the following product in an orange 

spray bottle, ñPurple Power Citrus Cleanerò and it 

said nothing about harming aluminum so I thought  

I would give it a try.  

   Not wanting to take a chance on the Miata I first 

used it on our Lexus RX300, and it turned out great.  

So now it was on to the Miata and  the moment of 

truth.  The way I went about doing this was as fol-

lows: 

1. Pulled car out into driveway but did not warm up 

engine like Gunk tells you to do.  

2. I used a couple of microfiber hand towels to 

cover up the coil packs at the back of the engine to 

make sure they would not get wet. I would also rec-

ommend putting towels at the base of the wind-

shield to lessen the splatter.  

3. First, I set the spray bottle to the spray mode and 

squirted the underside of the hood and all over the 

engine compartment in all the nooks and crannies.  I 

avoided at all direct spraying of anything that was 

electrical including the alternator.  I popped the 

headlights up to get underneath them also.  

4. Next, set the spray bottle to stream and hit the 

areas I could not get with the spray.  I focused on 

the edge of the valve cover where I had some greasy 

buildup.  It liquefied it instantaneously!  Wow!  

5. After I finished spraying I waited five min-

utes ,hoping I didnôt blow anything.   

6. Now for the scary part...  I put a spray nozzle on 

the hose - the trigger type so I could control the vol-

ume and still have a spray.  I first sprayed the un-

derside of the hood from the leading edge to the 

  Engine Compartment Detailing --  Randy Ames  

The final results! 
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(continued on page 9) 

The Right Stuff! 



   The meeting was called to order by President Bob 

Whitley at 6:30  

   

Members Present  

Arch & Laurie Hoagland, Tom & Marci Jarvis, 

Sharon Mack,  Dick Johnson, Denise Correia and 

Don Barlow, Ron Branam, Ray Johnson, Don & 

Lisa Asperger, Bob & Mary Whitley, Randy Ames,  

and visitor John Conn. 

 

Sharon read the March minutes and they were ap-

proved.  

   

Treasurer Dick Johnson gave the financial report 

which was approved.  Randy questioned if the web-

site yearly bill had been paid.  Neither Bob nor 

Dick knew if it had been received, but they will 

check into it.  

  

Reports on Recent Events  

1.  WILDFLOWER RUN  

      Five cars enjoyed a day in the foothills with 

lunch at Humphreyôs Station.  Not many flowers,       

but lots of green and lots of fun.  

   

2.  YOSEMITE DAY RUN  

      The run was lead by Robbie and Sara.  Don A. 

enjoyed watching the climbers on El Capitan as the       

group enjoyed lunch in the meadow.  

   

3.  LAGUNA SECA  

     There were two cars from SJVMC at this event, 

the Aspergers and Ron.  Ron was an instructor.      

Don A. reported there were 135 cars on track and 

lots of ñswagò.   He also told us there was a profes-

sional photographer on hand during the parade lap, 

stationed at the corkscrew.  Ron reported there were 

over 500 people thru the gate.   

 

Upcoming Events    

1.   Poker Run  

      Ron reported that 26 cars have signed up so far.   

Tom reported that the Mazda raffle items have       

arrived.   The hospitality room will be open at 5.  

The car show will be between 8 and 9 Saturday       

morning.  Sunday morning there will be an informal 

gathering for breakfast at Yukon Jacks at Herndon 

and Clovis.    

   

2.  Progressive Game Day  

     This event will take place on May 1st.  It will 

start with lunch at Dick & Terry's, please bring a 

salad. The next stop will be at Arch & Laurie's for 

some shuffleboard and the last stop will be at Don 

& Lisa's.    Please RSVP Laurie.  

   

3.  Holy Ravioli  

     Ron  will lead this run.  He reported that he may 

change the location of the run and the name.  Date      

TBA  

    

4.  Lake Success  

     Don & Lisa will put together a day run to Lake 

Success on June 12.  

   

Door prizes were given out and the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:30  

   

The next meeting will be May 20th.    

   

   Respectfully submitted, 

  Sharon Mack, Secretary 

General Meeting Minutes                                                   
April 15, 2010 
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Havenõt been to a meeting in a while?  

 Youõre missing out on some great people & friendly get-togethers!  



Upcoming Events  

 

May 15, 2010   (S.S.L.B.)  

Quest For The ñMystery Lunch!?ò 

Host: Ron Branam (see page 9) 

 

May 20, 2010  

Member meeting at Carrowôs  

 

June 12, 2010   (S.S.L.B.)  

Run To Rustlerôs - Host: Lisa & Don Asperger 

 

July 16-18, 2010 

SOCALM 20th Anniversary Celebration 

 

July 23-25, 2010 

SDMC "Twilight Run"  

 

August 21, 2010 

Annual Yosemite Moonlight Cruise 

 

September 10-12, 2010   (S.S.L.B.) 

Lake Tahoe Run - Host: Richard Johnson  

 

September 24-26, 2010 

SAMOA "Running Around Bear" 

 

October 29-31, 2010 

SOCALM Death Valley Run 

 

Dates To Be Announced: 

 

San Andreas Run - to be re-scheduled 

Underground Gardens 

Fresno Zoo "Behind The Cages" 

Sanger Riverbottom Run - Hot Dogs at Chuck Wagon  

San Juan Bautista 

 

Superior Dairy Ice Cream Run 

 April 25, 2010 

 

Answer to Question #2: 

How many colors do Miatas come in? 

Surprisingly to many people, only 

one color: Red.  The Miata factory 

would occasionally run out of red 

paint, and would have to borrow 

whatever Mitsubishi, Toyota, or 

Honda had too much of that day.  

Consequently, you will see an un-

intended color once in a while. 

Got a run youõd like to do?  Let us know, and weõll get it on the calendar! 
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Recent Event Photos  
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Arch eats chips while everyone else looks at the map.  -  April 27 Wildflower Run (above) 

SJVMC Poker Run 2010 (below) 



Recent Event Photos  
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Superior Dairy Ice Cream Run 

April 25, 2010 

Answer to Question #3:   What kind of training is required to become a Miata driver? 

As you can see, ice-cream consumption is important to a Miata driverôs skill development.  Future Miata 

drivers train hard (above left) while Sharon & Peter undergo a grueling refresher course (above right). 

POKER RUN 2010 

Driverôs Meeting (above left) 

Saturday Night Banquet (both above right) 


