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Folks, 

   Our official summer starts today, and itôs Maryôs last day of school.  Winter seemed to 

last forever, and now itôs shorts and sandals weather.  Tuesday spent a beautiful day 

polishing the winters abuses off Mini.  Then went for a short drive before changing the 

oil and putting her safely back in the garage.  The official favorite club run has been 

submitted as per your vote.  The Moonlight and Coastal Runs were recommended with a 

suggestion to tour any mountain or coastal area of Central California.  Itôs not any 

particular route or destination, but the number choices that make Central California a 

special place to cruise.  In reality our best attraction is the SJVMC dedicated membership 

and a following of many Miata friends that make the runs such a pleasure.  Thank you all 

for supporting our group and charities.  This year, thanks to your generosity the club will 

donate $1,600 to Joni and Friends at the June meeting.   

 

Bob    -     SJVMC President 

  Notes from the prez...   -  Bob Whitley  

                    

SJVMC SWEATSHIRTS!  

9 oz. fabric for warmth, hooded, zippered & your choice of color.  Unfortunately ladies, 

it is in male sizes only  - menôs small and a medium: arms are long but the cuff keeps 

them up.  Contact Terry  to let her know if youôre interested.   

 

Prices:   Jacket                                                                                                   $30.00 

               Miata script silk screened down right arm in black or white              $10.00 

               SJVMC logo embroidery                                                                    $15.00 

               Name on right chest                                                                            $ 5.00 

(sales tax is included) 

 

Inside this issue: 
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On Saturday, May 15th,  seven 

pretty Miata's carrying 10 happy 

souls met at Starbuck's on Hern-

don at Willow to start a fun filled 

day.   Those happy souls were 

Ron & Shirley Branam, Arch & 

Laurie Hoagland, Don & Lisa As-

perger, Tom Jarvis, Randy Ames, 

Sharon Mack, and Bob Whitley. 

  

   The higher we climbed the 

cooler the weather and bluer the 

sky.   Before we knew it we were 

driving thru a snow-covered para-

dise.  Going up the Highway 180 

side into the park it was full, 

sweeping turns, coming down the 

mountain on the Highway 198 

side it was lots of tight twisties, a 

full Miata day.   We stopped for 

lunch in Three Rivers at a restau-

rant sitting right on top of a 

river.   The river was full and the 

water was rushing over huge 

boulders, what a perfect back-

drop.    After lunch some headed 

home, some stopped again in 

Three Rivers to shop.   It was  a 

gorgeous day to be with friends 

and enjoy our cars.      

  Sequoia/Three Rivers Run é -  Sharon Mack  PUBLICATION  
INFORMATION  

This newsletter is a monthly 
publication of the San Joaquin 
Valley Miata Club (SJVMC).  
The information presented 
represents the opinions of the 
individual contributors.  No 
representation is made regard-
ing the accuracy or reliability 
of any information contained 
on any of these pages.  Neither 
the Mazda Corporation, the 
Miata Owners Club, the San 
Joaquin Valley Miata Club, the 
editor, or any of the individual 
contributors accept any liability 
for the consequences of using 
the information presented in 
this newsletter.  Use the infor-
mation in this newsletter at 
your own risk! 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Send $25 with your full name 
and address, phone number, 
email, as well as  year & color 
of Miata to: 

SJVMC 
PO Box 27395 

Fresno, CA  93729-7395 

OFFICERS 
President: 

Robert Whitley 
599-877-4948 

president@sjvmc.net 
 

Vice-President: 
Arch Hoagland 
559-593-5672 

vicepresident@sjvmc.net 
 

Secretary: 
Sharon Mack 
559-281-0816 

secretary@sjvmc.net 
 

Treasurer: 
Dick Johnson 
559-324-8485 

treasurer@sjvmc.net  
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Peter Ficklin 
559-281-6062 

editor@sjvmc.net 
 
Webmaster: 

Peter Ficklin 
559-281-6062 

webmaster@sjvmc.net 

MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 8 
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  Run To Rustlerõs ñ Terry Johnson  
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MEETINGS 
Meetings are held the third 
Thursday of each month 
(except July and December) at 
Carrows Restaurant at 4280 
North Blackstone, just north 
of Ashlan.  Hard copies of 
FAST TRACK will only be 
mailed on a óby-requestô basis 
and only to paid members of 
our club.  The on-line version 
will continue to be available.  
Contact the editor by email at 
editor@sjvmc.net for this re-
quest. 
 

WEBPAGE 
Visit the SJVMC website for 
more news, photos, as well as 
archives of FAST TRACK. 

WWW.SJVMC.NET 

SUBMITTING  
INFORMATION TO  

FAST  TRACK...  

Please submit text in either 
Microsoft Word format or 
plain text, such as in the body 
of an email.  Articles and sto-
ries should be from 200 to 500 
words.  Pictures should be sent 
as separate attachments in the 
email, and the text document 
should refer to locations of 
specific pictures for the docu-
ment, if necessary.  Please help 
to make this publication a 
success by submitting your bio, 
car information, Miata-related 
articles and stories.  Email all 
material to the editor at: 

 editor@sjvmc.net 

Donôt Forget:  

Check the    

website  for 

more details! 

www.sjvmc.net 

   June 12th, 7 cars showed up for our 2nd Saturday Lunch Bunch led by Don and 

Lisa Asperger.  Long time members Scott and Nancy Moore made a surprise ap-

pearance and Mark Kozlevcar from SoCalm joined us as he was staying with Don 

and Lisa.  When Don is leading you know you are in for a spirited run and when 

Dunlap Road is in the mix ï watch out.  Don and Lisa did not let us down.  I have 

added another favorite road to my list ï Yokohl Valley Rd. 

   As we trekked from Squaw Valley to Lake Success, we had a few encounters 

with wildlife.  Bambi just missed Tom and Marciôs car, but then its twin sibling 

wanted to guide the rest of the group in front of Dick and Terryôs car down the 

road for about 200 yards before it finally decided it had had enough and went 

down the embankment.  Shortly later we met with a lone cow.  Luckily he was 

more interested in his morning snack.   Tomôs car was a magnet for chipmunks.  

He kept Terry entertained.  After a solid three hour run of non-stop twisties we 

were led to Rustlerôs for lunch on their patio.  After lunch Don and Lisa returned 

to Fresno off the beaten path with a few followers, while others went the straight 

arrow way to make stops before returning home.  Thanks for a great run! 
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   A year ago Dick mentioned he would like to attend Miatas in Moab IV.  The usual Terry comment ï yea, 

yea, and I put it on the back burner.  Then January was here and Robbie and Sara mentioned they wanted to go 

and did we have time to do some sightseeing on the way?  At that point Miatas in Moab became real and all 

four of us looked forward to our adventure.  Robbie did all the planning, we tagged along. 

   What an experience!  We left Fresno, Monday morning.  Our first destination was Death Valley.  Robbie 

found all the twisty back roads to Death Valley including an ice cream stop in Kernville.  No main roads for 

us!   We arrived in Death Valley in the middle of a sand storm.  ñWorst winds in five years!ò stated the 

Ranger.  We still made a side trip to Artist Palette before dinner.  What colors!  Rock is rock, right?  Not here.  

We also attempted to walk in the unbelievable wind.  At dinner, Sara said the sunrise over the dunes is a must 

see.  We agreed to participate in her adventure and went to bed expecting our red Miatas to be silver in the 

morning.  We awoke very early, our cars were still Velocity Red, the wind had stopped and we headed to the 

dunes.  She was right, the dunes took on a different character with the early morning shadows. We also ex-

plored the numerous tracks from insects to critters that were made in the night.  Enough of Death Valley ï 

Zion National Park calls! 

   Tuesday - As we journeyed to Springdale, UT (gateway to Zion), Robbie makes an unannounced detour (at 

least to us) and we spend the next 3 hours exploring Valley of Fire State Park in Nevada.  Red rock is every-

where.  As we walk the Mouseôs Tank path where a renegade Indian used the area as a hideout in the 1890ôs, 

our imagination gets away from us and we start seeing creatures of all kinds formed by the rock; a frog here, a 

monster with teeth there. There are also hundreds of petroglyphs.  With all the rain the southwest has had ï the 

wildflowers are numerous and in all colors.  We continued our trek to Zion through Overton, NV for an ice 

cream stop (have you noticed a pattern yet?).  We are very good about watching the speed limits when we go 

through towns.  Dick looks over at a father and daughter on the sidewalk, waves and looks in his rear view 

mirror.  Where did that trooper come from?  He follows us all the way to the ice cream parlor.  We wave to 

him as we pull in.  We do take Interstate 15 for awhile through the Virgin River Gorge another top down ex-

perience. We forget we lose an hour today and arrive at our hotel at 9pm.                          (continued on page 9) 

Death Valley 
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RED ROCK MIATAS ROCK or  Miatas in Moab IV (Part 1)  -  Terry Johnson  


