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Upcoming Events

(check website for details)
e February 16, 2012
Meeting at

e March 31, 2012
Miatas at Mazda
Raceway (BAMA)

e April 21, 2012
SJVMC Poker Run

e What run are you
planning??
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Notes from the  (new!) President...

Before we move into the new year | 6d

- a 1began the year with our annual Coastal Cruise, the first of our most popular runs.

We had a final total of 45 cars, possibly the largest group ever and no rain. A very
successful run.

At our Poker Run in April we had people coming in on Friday evening to register
for the run the next morning. A total of 38 cars, one of the best turn outs in past
years. Our charity for the year, The Food Bank, received a donation of $1,400.00.

The Moonlight Run, probably the most popular run, had 42 cars this year. The run
day began with a side trip to the Forestiere Underground Gardens and finished uy
with a drive though a control burn to Glacier Point.

SJVMC was well represented at the SAMOA Scrabble Scramble and came home
with a number of awards.

These are just a few of the many runs that we had this past year. Now it is time tc
look to 2012.

Our Coastal Cruise is Jan."™28nd 29' and | am have been told by the-em
leaders that all is ready to go. We will been traveling South down Highway 1 this
year, having the Ocean on our side of the road for the best views.

The Poker Run is coming along. Don and Lisa are working on the route and Tom is
working on the food. Our charity this year is Manna House in Oakhurst. Manna
House assists families of the community with basic living supplies.

| would like to thank Arch for serving as our President this past year. Also thank
you to Sharon and Dick for their continued service to SJVMC. To Peter a great big
thank you for doing such a great job on the Fast Track. And to everyone who
planned a run and everyone who came to our runs and éveyds are the ones that
make our club great.

For 2012 | am hoping for as many runs as possible. If anyone has any ideas for :
favorite place or restaurant to visit let your board know and we will try to put
something together.

Happy New Year to All!

Mar ci




PUBLICATION
INFORMATION

This newsletter is a monthly
publication of the San Joaquin
Valley Miata Club (SJVMC).
The information presented
represents the opinions of the
individual contributors. No
representation is made regard-
ing the accuracy or reliability
of any information contained
on any of these pages. Neither
the Mazda Corporation, the
Miata Owners Club, the San
Joaquin Valley Miata Club, the
editor, or any of the individual
contributors accept any liability
for the consequences of using
the information presented in
this newsletter. Use the infor-
mation in this newsletter at
your own risk!

MEMBERSHIP
Send $25 with your full name
and address, phone number,
email, as well as year & color
of Miata to:

SJVMC
PO Box 27395
Fresno, CA 93729395

OFFICERS
President:

Marci Jarvis

5596451816

president@sjvmc.net

VicePresident:
Greg Wheeler
5596415439
vicepresident@sjvmc.net

Secretary:
Sharon Mack
5592810816

secretary@sjvmc.net

Treasurer:
Dick Johnson
5599405719
treasurer@sjvmec.net

Newsletter Editor:
Peter Ficklin
5592816062

editor@sjvmc.net

Webmaster:
Peter Ficklin
5592816062

webmaster@sjvmc.net

CA Traffic Fines For 2012 i

from Ron Branam

Hmmm | see a few in which | will be in violatior27400 & 5200. | like to use
earplugs when driving with the top down and my car does not have a front license
plate bracket. As usual, most of these don't have anything to do with driver safety
or training - just revenue.

VC 12814.6
VC 14600(A)
VC 16028(A)

VC 21453(A)
VC 22349
VC 22350
VC 22450
VC 22454(A)
VC 23123(A)

VC 23123(B)
VC 23123.5

VC 22500
VC 22507(A)
VC 22507(B)
VC 26708
VC 27150
VC 27315
VC 27400
VC 4000

VC 4159

VC 5200

Traffic Ticket Fines (Effective 01/06/2012)

$214
$214*
$796

$436
$214
$328
$214
$616
$148

$256

$148

$976
$976
$1876
$178
$178
$148
$178
$256*
$178*
$178*

Failure to obey license provisions.
Failure to notify DMV of address change within 10 days

Failure to provide evidence of financial responsibility
(insurance) Note: This fine may be reduced with proof of
insurance on or after the violation date.

Failure to stop at a red signal.

Unsafe speed, 1 to 15 miles over the limit.
Unsafe speed, 16 to 25 miles over the limit.
Failure to stop at a stop sign.

Passing a school bus with flashing red signals.

Driving while using a wireless phone not hands free, first
offense.

Driving while using a wireless phone not hands not free,
each subsequent offense.

Driving while using a wireless device to send, read or
write text.

Parking in a bus loading area.

Violation of disabled parking provisions, first offense.
Violation of disabled parking provisions, second offense.
Unlawful material on vehicle windows.

Adequate muffler required.

Mandatory use of seat belts.

Headsets or Earplugs covering both ears.

No evidence of current registration.

Notify DMV of change of address within 10 days.

Proper display of license plates.

* Note: The fine may be reduced with valid proof of correction.

-Page?2 -


mailto:president@sjvmc.net
mailto:vicepresident@sjvmc.net
mailto:vicepresident@sjvmc.net
mailto:treasurer@sjvmc.net
mailto:editor@sjvmc.net
mailto:webmaster@sjvmc.net

MEETINGS

Meetings are held the third

Thursday of

each month

(except July and December) at

Carrowbs

Rest au

North Blackstone, just north

of Ashlan.

Hard copies of

FAST TRACK will only be

mai |l ed +foenquee sd d

and only to paid members of
our club. The o#ine version

will continue to be available.
Contact the editor by email at

editor@sjvmc.nefor this re-

quest.

WEBPAGE

Visit the SIVMC website for

more news, photos, as well as

archives of &STTRACK.
WWW.SIJVMC.NET

SUBMITTING
INFORMATION TO

FAST TRACK..

Please submit text in either
Microsoft Word format or
plain text, such as in the body

of an email.

Articles and sto-

ries should be from 200 to 500
words. Pictures should be sent
as separate attachments in the
email, and the text document
should refer to locations of
specific pictures for the docu-

ment, if necessary. Please help

to make this publication a
success by submitting your bio,
car information, Miataelated

articles and stories.
material to the editor at:

editor@sjvmc.net

Check the
website for
more detalls!
WWW. S/VINC.NE}

Donot H

a

Email all

Miata Tips... i Ace

Well happy New Year every-
body!
Hope all is well in Miata -land!

Hope everybody makes it to
the coastal cruz next weekend

i | hope you have 100 cars or

maore.

BiLL and Art were talking
about { paint jobs on Miada}

The other dayé

Baker museum In beautiful downtown Coalinga. Home of the new car

museumi BILL and Art talked
about paintjobs... it's called
the 5 -foot paint job because
everything looks real good
from 5 feet, but no swirls,
chips or errors And BILL
said if you squint it helps also.

You canot eve
scratch the dog put in the
door. That was before my

time. That dogs not here anymore. So that's the tip of my tell and

the taile of

my

ps BOW WOW and

ACE

v an
oo,

>

Do

al |


mailto:editor@sjvmc.net
wwww.sjvmc.net
mailto:editor@sjvmc.net
http://www.sjvmc.net

General Meeting Minutes
December 10, 2011

The meeting was called to order by president
Arch Hoagland at 7:00 PM.

Roll not taken, the secretary forgot to write
down names. The November minutes were
not read, the secretary forgot she needed to
bring a copy to the CHRISTMAS PARTY...

Treasurer Dick Johnson gave the financial
report, apparently he WAS in the loop... :)
He said the club insurance has been paid
($281) and reminded us that he has the new
car magnets for sale, $20 per pair. Dick also
reminded us that the 2012 dues are due...

Upcoming Events

1. CHRISTMAS TREE LANE

The annual trip down Christmas Tree Lane
will be Thursday December 15  t,
at Gazebo Gardens to decorate cars if you
want to, then proceed as a group down the
Lane.
together at Starbucks at Fig Garden Village.

2. 19t ANNUAL COASTAL CRUISE

The date for the Coastal Cruise is January
28-29. Dick & Tom will be our leaders. They
pl an on <cruisi
year, from Carmel down Highway 1 to San
Simeon. Lunch will be in King City. They will
have a backup route in the event of road clo-
sures. They plan on getting to San Simeon
about 4:30 so there will be time to rest and
clean up before dinner in Cambria at Linn's.
The first 25 registrants will get a free magnet
to commemorate the event. Please RSVP Tom
for head count purposes for the restaurants.
See the flyer on our website for contact infor-
mation to make your hotel reservations. As of
this meeting we have 20 cars registered so far.

De -decorate and have a hot beverage

Meet at 6:00

3. POKER RUN 2012

Sharon announced that she has mailed out
116 donation request letters for the raffle.
Since it's a local charity for the Oakhurst area,
she sent the majority of the letters to busi-
nesses in the Oakhurst area and is hoping for
a positive response this year.

Old Business

1. CLOVIS PARADE

We had three cars participate in the parade,
the Hoaglands, the Johnson's and the Jarvis',
and they reported that they had a ball. Dicks
grandson rode in his mama's lap and got to be
part of the parade. He threw candy out to the
other boys and girls. Next year we hope for a
larger group to represent the club.

New Business

1. ELECTION

A perfunctory vote was taken and your
board for 2012 will be:

President Marci Jarvis
Vice-President .Gre heeler
ng t he rout e %bacekwardso 9W|s
Secretary Sharon Mack
Treasurer Dick Johnson

Past President Arch Hoagland

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 and
Christmas presents were opened.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Mack, Secretary
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0 The FI(2X 6byJackJines

| woke up with a terrible pain in my hair and finger nails. | reached over and shook Diane as |

ask, OAre you awake?06 ol am now, 6 was her reply. o Wi
hair and finger nails, 6 | managed to moan. ol think
behind the wheel of the Miata for a couple of days,
then hit the road. o6 | said.

We were soon up and on our way. | was feeling much better by the time we reached the end of
our driveway. Within a few miles we were as warm as toast as | turned on the heated seats and
heater. (Who needs a top anyway??)

As we were headed down Hwy 49, | glanced up and | was instantly rewarded by the view of a sky
as blue as a gas flame punctuated by a few white puffy clouds. | was sure this was going to be a
great day.

We proceeded down Hwy
49, (The Golden Chain High-
way) toward Mariposa. Our
final destination was being
Tenaya Lake up on Tioga
Pass. As incredible as it may
sound, Tioga Pass was still
open January 3 ™,

The past history of the gold
country came in to full focus
as we entered the historical
old town of Mariposa. As you
enter Mariposa you will get
the feeling that the passing - e it
of time has all but forgotten this little gold rush town. The old wooden store fronts with sagging
over head porches always tend to put me in a trance. | start expecting to see Wyatt Earp leaning
up against one of the support beams with a pair of colt six shooters strapped to his thighs in posi-
tion for a fast draw as he rolls a cigarette or the undertaker carting away the body of an unfortu-
nate gambler who tried to cheat Doc Holiday at a
back to the present by the blast of a horn from some soccer mom in an SUV that is about to run
over my little conveyance as she talks on her cell phone. There is also a wonderful museum in
Mariposa; it is rich in artifacts from the gold rush era. A must to see if you are a California history
buff.

Upon entering Mariposa, Hwy 49 and Hwy 140 merge. At the other end of
(continued on page 6)
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0 The FI(2X..0- (continued)

town, 49 makes a left and 140 continues on following the Merced River and will eventually take
you to El Portal where you will enter Yosemite National Park.

After passing through the small community of Mid Pines we were soon zipping through the
sweepers that | ed us

down to

the canyon thatoés home

In a normal year the river would be flowing nicely by now and the canyon walls would be show-
ing off their new plush green covering of winter grass. This year the river is nothing more than a
thirsty creek and the canyon walls are a stark brown with no hint of new growth. It looks as if it
will be a poor year for the colorful wild flowers that normally adorn the hills in the spring. As of
this writing we have not had rain for over forty days.

We entered the park through the El Portal gate and after a few scenic miles we hung a left onto
Big Oak Flat Rd up to Crane Flat where we hung a right onto 120 (Tioga Pass). When we reached
the turnoff to Tioga, | noticed that the temp was pushing 60 degrees at over 6000 ft of elevation
(incredible for this time of year). | have seen it cooler than that in July up there.

As we made our

= .

way

up

Ti oga

Pass | could hardly
self from glancing up at the towering
trees that hugged both sides of the
twisty road; they are so tall that their
tips just might be shading the en-
trance to heaven.

There were several beautiful frozen
waterfalls that bordered the road.
They looked like they had been flow-
ing right out of the granite walls when
they suddenly frozen into place. As
warm as it was, you would think they
would be melting in the bright sun-
shine that was beating down on them,
but there was no sign of this.

We finally reached the main pullout

parking area. We shapped some pictures of the back side of Half Dome. The sun was in the right

position to bathe the giant piece of granite in a dark purple, it was a magnificent picture as it was

framed by the clear blue electric shy. No air pollution up there. After getting all the shots we
wanted, we climbed back into the Miata and continued toward the lake. We had no sooner left the
pullout when Tenaya Lake popped into view. From a couple of miles away it was obvious that the

surface of the lake was frozen over.

(continued on page 7)
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0The F (2)(..(5-(continued)

As soon as we pulled up to the lake, | felt as if we had been caught up into a time warp. It was
1938 and the scene that greeted us made us feel as though we were part of a Norman Rockwell
painting on the face of a Christmas card.

In the middle of the lake stood a giant snowman with tree branches for arms, a very large carrot
for a nose and two pine cones for eyes, there was an old straw hat squatting on his head. There
were hundreds of ice skaters wearing colorful jackets and hats with scarves trailing in the wind as
they rapidly skated in a |l arge circle around the sno
ing clear across the lake. This scene was framed by snow covered mountain peaks that towered in
the back ground. These peaks were supporting large white clouds. As we were standing there view-
ing this incredible scene it started to snow, flakes as big as your fist.

Can you picture all of this; do you feel as
though you were there? Well if you do then,
you have a great imagination because it is
all a big lie!" There was no snowman, very
little snow on the peaks, no clouds and very
few skaters. Mainly there were a bunch of
clowns in plain old shoes sliding and falling
down, shouting curses as the landed on
their bultts.

There were a few skaters moving awk-
wardly across the ice and there was one lit-
tle girl about ten years old that was really gracefully shimming across the ice. She was wearing a
colorful red jacket and a white hat, but even she di
a bit disappointed as it wasndt quite as grand as we
all the whole idea in the first place was to spend some time behind the wheel of the Miata.

We had seen enough, so we turned around and headed for home. We took advantage of the
many pullouts on the way down the hill to view and snap pictures of the ever changing shows
hosted by Mother Nature.

Highway 120 took us back down to the valley where it intersects with 140. We made a left and
continued on to Hwy 41. As we passed by Bridalveil Falls | was surprised to see it was still flowing
pretty good. The road from here to home in Oakhurst is always fun with its tunnel and many gen-
tle sweepers, tight switchbacks and fantastic views.

We pulled into our driveway just as the setting sun was painting the western sky in brilliant or-
ange, red and pink hues; the few clouds that were present looks like they were ablaze. We had cov-
ered 192 fun filled miles. The fix had worked; the pain in my finger nails was gone. | still had a
slight bit of pain in my hair but it was so mild that | could live with it until | needed another fix!
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Upcoming Events

February 16, 2012 Dates To Be Announced:
SJVMC Meeting at Carrdwoashyo Run
Mach 31- April 1, 2012 Fresno Zoo "Behind The Cages"
BAMA Miatas at MazdaRacway Lake Tahoe Drive
April 21, 2012 San Juan Bautista

SIVMC Annual Poker Run

FREE TIRE! Almost new run-flat Bridgestone 205-45REX17. If anybody out there
can use it, it is theirs FREE. Contact Jack Jines at jines@sti.net or (559) 683-5908.

FOR SALE:

CARB Legal Catalytic Converter with EO# for a 1.6L only; it will not fit a 1.8L. No more than
2 hours use. $200 + shipping. Will deliver up to 100 miles from Clovis.

Contact Ron Branam at ronbranam@comcast.net or (559) 323-5243.
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